Multimodality imaging of early heterotopic bone formation.
An atypical heterotopic bone formation that was difficult to diagnose presented in a young paraplegic patient as an acute deep vein thrombosis. A number of imaging methods, including contrast venography, ultrasonography, conventional radiography, bone scanning, leukocyte scanning, computed tomography, and magnetic resonance imaging, were used to arrive eventually at the final diagnosis. Early bone scanning remains a sensitive and effective method of diagnosis. Computed tomography can be useful in difficult cases, but the role of other imaging studies appears limited.